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ADVERTIS E MENT 


HIS Sermon was preached at 

1 St. Mary's before the Univer /ity 
of Oxford ſome Years ago : but as the 
Subject had been ſo well, and fo fully, 
handled by many of our Divines, it was 
not then thought neceſſary to publiſh 
it. The Author pretends to offer no- 
thing new here; nothing but what has 
been ſaid before by other Writers, and 
particularly by Arch-Biſhop Sharp in 
his Sermon on this Text, and by Biſhop 


Bull in his Diſcourſe on the Teſtimony 
of the Spirit. Theſe, and all other, the 


Works of thoſe excellent Writers, he 
would recommend to be carefully pery- 
ſed by all Students in Divinity. But as 
a late Enquiry here has diſcovered that 
the falſe Doctrines cenſured in this Diſ- 
_ courſe are till diligently propagated, 
both in this Jniverſity, and in many 
other Parts of the Kingdom, and Scrip- 


FUre 


1 

d to countenance them by 
wnlearned, unſtable, and unauthoriſed 
Teachers, it was thought it might be 
of ſome Uſe to publiſh it, in Order 
to put ſome, Stop, if may be, to this 
growing Evil. If by this means any 
may be recovered to, or confirmed in, 
a ſound Mind; and prevented from 
falling into Deſpair on the one Hand, 
or vain Preſumption on the other, it 
will fully anſwer the Intention of the 
Author. £ 


Lately printed for J. Fletcher. 
Jepthah's Vow conſidered. A Sermon preached before 


the Univerſity of Oxford, at St. Mary's, on —_— June 
8. 1766. with an Appendix &c. 


The Uſe of Reaſon in Matters of Religion ſtated and ex- 
plained. A Sermon preached before the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford, at St. Peter's in Eaſt, on Sunday March 7. 1762. 


- Chriſt the Lord of Glory. A Sermon 8 before 


the Univerſity of Oxford, at St. Mary's, Dec. 9. 1759. 
with Additions confirming and enforceing the ne. 


- The Certainty of a future State aſſerted and vindicated 
againſt the Exceptions of the late Lord Bolinbroke. A Ser- 
mon preached at St Mary's in Oxford, at EET Mar. 
6. 1755- 
A Vindication of the Doctrine of the Trinity from the 
Exceptions of a late Pamphlet entitled, an Eſſay on Spirit, 
in 3- Parts, with an Appendix. 
| The above by D-, RANDOITH. 


4 


Ro M. VIII. 16. 


De Spirit itſelf beareth N, itneſs with our 
Spirit that we are the Children of 
Dn: 


T. Paul's chief Deſign in this Epiſtle 
was to abate the vain Confidence of the 
Fes; to ſet forth the great Deficiencies 
of their Law, and the peculiar Ex- 
cellency, and Privileges of the Geſpel. One 
great Defect of the Law was, that it contained 
no Promiſe of Divine Grace, or Aſſiſtance. 
The Apoſtle proſecutes this Argument at large 
in his ſeventh Chapter. The Law of Moſes 
(and in this reſpect the Law of Nature was 
the ſame), wwas holy, and juſt, and good. > But 
I (fays the Apoſtle, ſpeaking in the Character 
of all unregenerate Perſons) am carnal, fold 
under Sin. The Law might teach Men what 
was good: but it gave them no Power to per- 


a Rom. vii. 12. b . v. 14. 
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form it. But the Law of the Spirit of Life in 
Chriſt Feſus hath made us free from the Law of 
Sin and Death. Cbriſt hath not only given 
us the moſt perfect Rule of Life: but he hath 
promiſed us the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, 
» to enable us to fulfill the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law. And as, before the Coming of Chriſt, 
Men who were ſenſible of their many Fail- 
ings, and Tranſgreſſions, muſt labour under 
uneaſy Doubts, and Fears, ſo the Holy Spirit 
of Chr:/t not only affords us his gracious Aſſiſt- 
ance, but alſo his heavenly Comforts. He 
enables us to rejoyce in the Teſtimony of a good 


1 Conſcience : and gives us a comfortable Aſſu- 


rance that we are under God's Fayour and Pro- 
tection, and entitled to the Privileges of the 
Goſpel. The Spirit itſelf beareth Witneſs with 
our Spirit that we are the Children of God. 

By the Spirit is undoubtedly here meant the 
Holy Gbeſt, The Apoſtle in the preceding 
Verſes was ſpeaking of the Spirit of God, and 
the Spirit of Chriſt, And in theſe Words he 
is called the Spirit itſelf, and is oppoſed to our 


own Spirit. 
In order the more fully to underſtand what 


is this Teſtimony of the Spirit, which is here 


a Rom. viii. 2. b . v. 4. 
ſaid 
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ſaid to be the Privilege of Chriſtians, it will 
be neceſſary to conſider, Firſt, what it is 
which the Spirit is ſaid to bear Witneſs to: 
Secondly, the Manner, in which he bears this 
Witneſs : Thirdly, the Degree of Aſſurance 
ariſing from this his Teſtimony. 

As to the F;rf Point, the Spirit is here ſaid to 
bear Witneſs that we are the Children of God. 
We muſt enquire therefore who are the Ch1l- 
dren of God. All Chriſtians may in ſome Senſe be 
ſaid to be the Children of God. At our Baptiſm 
we all entered into Covenant with God, and 
were thereby made Membersof Chriſt, Children 
of God, and Inheritors of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. All of us therefore, who have kept the 
Conditions of the Covenant, which we then 
entered into, are ſtill -h Children of God. But 
thoſe who have broken theſe Conditions, who 
have indulged themſelves in ſinful Courſes, 
and ſtill continue in them, are no longer the 
Children of God, nor entitled to any Inberi- 
tance in the Kingdom of Heaven. Thoſe only 
therefore are truly and properly the Children of 
God, who live in Obedience to his Laws. And 
this is the Mark, which St. 7ohn gives us, 
whereby we may diſtinguiſh he Children of 

| | A 2 God. 
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God.— * In this the Children of God are mani- 
Jeſt, and the Children of the Devil: Whoſoever 
doeth not Righteouſneſs is not of God. — To 
the ſame Purpoſe ſpeaks our Bleſſed Saviour 


himſelf to the Fews, who called God their 


Father — Ye are of your Father, the Devil, 
and the Luſis of your Father ye will do — He 
that is of God heareth God's words. — And in 
the Verſes preceding my Text we find the 
ſame Doctrine delivered. 1f'ye live after the 
Fleſh (ſays the Apoſtle) ye ſhall die: but if ye 
through the Spirit do mortify the Deeds of the 
Body ye ſhall live. For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, they are the Sons of God. 
They therefore, and they only, are the true 
Children of God, who do Righteouſneſs; who 
hear, and obey, God's Words; and through 
the Spirit mortifie the Deeds of the Body. And 
all good Chriſtians, who live according to the 
Rules of the Goſpel, have the Teſtimony of the 
Spirit within them bearing them Witneſs that 
they are ſuch. But, if ſuch Men afterwards 
relapſe into. ſinful Courſes, they are then no 


longer the Children of God, but become the 


Children of the Devil*. They grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, and forfeit the Earneſt of their 


a 1 Joh. iii. 10. b Job. viii. 41. e Rom. viii. 13, 14. 
Epb. iv. 30. 5 
Inheritance. 
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Inheritance. It is in vain therefore to expect 


from the Spirit any abſolute Aſſurance of our 
final Salvation : for that muſt depend on our 
own Behaviour. That the beſt of Men may 
depart from Grace, and fall into Sin, is the 
Doctrine, both of our Articles, and of the 


Holy Scriptures. —* Brethren (ſays St. Peter} 


give Diligence to make your Calling and Elec- 
tion ſure: for, if ye do theſe things ye ſhall 


never fall. — From hence it is plain that with- 


out Diligence our Calling and Election are not 


ſure: and that even the Elect, if they do not 


theſe Things, may, and will fall. This Life 
is throughout the Scripture repreſented as a 
State of Trial, and Warfare. We are exhorted 
to work out our Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling : © He that thinketh he ſtandeth is admo- 
niſhed to take heed left he fall: * he who fland- 
eth by Faith is called upon not 1 be high- 
minded: but fear, leſt he alſo be cut off. We 
read of ſome, who were once enlightened, and 


had taſted of the heavenly Gift, and were made 


Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt. Who have yet 


afterwards fell away: * and of others who had 
eſcaped the Pollution of the World through the 


a Art. xvi, b 2 Pet. i. 10. c Phil. ii. 12. d 1 Cor. x. 12. 
e Rom. xi. 20, f Heb, vi. 1. g 2 Pet. ii. 20. 


Knows 
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Knowledge of the Lord and Saviour TFeſus 

Chrift ; who have been again entangled therein 

and overcome, whoſe latter End was worſe than 

the Beginning. St. Paul does indeed in one 

Place ſeem to ſpeak with ſome Degree of Con- 

fidence of his future Salvation — I have 
fought a good Fight, (ſays he) I have finiſhed 

my Courſe, I have kept the. Faith; henceforth 

there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs. 

— But if this great Apoſtle *, who had fo 

abundantly laboured in the Goſpel, when he had 

finiſhed bis Courſe, and Was no ready to be 

offered, was ſupported by ſuch Aſſurances, it 

will not follow that all Chriftians, though in 

far different Circumſtances, may always ex- 

pect the ſame. All we can reaſonably infer 

from hence 1s, that, if we ſhould ever be 

called to ſuch fiery Trials, as St. Paul was, 

God will ſupport us with ſuch Aſſurances of 

his Favour, as he ſees neceſſary, or expedient ö 

for us. After all, the Words do not neceſ- 

ſarily import any ſuch extraordinary, and ſu- 7 

pernatural Aſſurance. St. Paul was conſcious 

to himſelf that be had fought a good Fight ; 

and therefore might, without any extraor- 

dinary Revelation, ſpeak with a comfortable 


8 2 Tim; iv. 7, 8. b 1 Cor. zv. 20. 


Auſl- 


wel 
Aſſurance of the Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord the righteous Fudge would 
give unto him, and unto all them alſo who love 
bis Appearing. And other good Chriſtians, 
who have led an holy Life, and rejoice in 
the Teſtimony of 4 good Conſcience, may 
die, and have died, with the like Aſſurance. 
But this ſame great Apoſtle ſpeaks at other 
Times with great Diffidence, and Doubt, of his 
own Salvation. —* Brethren, (ſays he) I count 
not myſelf to have apprehended: but this one 
Thing I do, forgetting thoſe Things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe Things 
which are before, I preſs toward the Mark for 
the Prize of the high Calling of God in Chriſt 
| Fefus. — And again in another place — 7 Keep 
under my Body, and bring it into Subjettion : 
left that by any Means, when I have preached to 
others, I myſelf ſhould be a Caſt- auay or Re- 
probate. — The Spirit does not therefore uſually 
bear Witneſs to what we ſhall be, for that 
would be Prophecy, not Teſtimony : but to 
what we at preſent are. He does not aſſure 
us, that we ſhall certainly be ſaved, for that 
muſt depend on ourſelves : but he beareth Mit- 


s Phil. iii. 13, 14. t 1 Cor. ix. 27. u A. 


neſs, 


124 
neſs, that we are the Children of God, and now 
at preſent in a State of Salvation. 


We come now therefore in the Second Place 
to enquire in what Manner 9e Spirit beareth 
this Witneſs. Some Perſons have imagined 
this Witneſs to be ſome inward Suggeſtion, 
and ſecret Impulſe of the Spirit, infallibly aſ- 
ſuring them, that they are the Children of God, 
and undoubted Heirs of Salvation. And this 
they aſſign as a diſtinguiſhing Mark of the E- 
leck. They would perſuade you that, if you 
feel ſuch Aſſurance within your own Breaſt, 
you are certainly one of the elect Children of 
God: but if you feel no ſuch Aſſurance, you 
are then moſt certainly in a State of Damna- 
tion. But this Doctrine, as it has no Foun- 
dation in Scripture, ſo is it a moſt falſe and 
dangerous Deluſion. That it is moſt falſe we 
need no other Argument than this. There 
have been at all Times wild Enthuſiaſts, who 
have fancied themſelves poſſefled of the 
ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of their Election, and 
who have at the ſame Time lived in the Prac- 
tice of Iniquity. But it has been already 
proved that no one, who commits Iniquity, 
can be the Child of God. On the other Hand, 


ſome good Men, who have lived a virtuous and 
| reli- 
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religious Life, have yet ſometimes entertained 
great Doubts, nay, have abſolutely deſpaired, 
of their own Salvation. Nay, we find theſe 
very Perſons, who talk ſo much of theſe Aſ- 
ſurances, yet at other Times moſt ſadly com- 
plaining of being troubled with Doubts, and 
Miſgivings. We cannot therefore always cer- 
tainly judge from our own inward Feelings, 
whether, or no, we are the Children of God. 
And this Doctrine is moſt dangerous, as well 
as falſe. It takes off our Hopes from the only 
Foundation, on which they can reaſonably be 
placed, and reſts them on the falſe Bottom of 
Fancy and Imagination. It deprives us of 
ſome of the beſt Motives to an holy Life: and 
is deſtructive of that Humility, and godly Fear, 
without which we cannot ſerve God acceptably 
in this State of Probation. It has plunged 
Men, and ſometimes even good Men, into hor- 
rible Fears and Perplexities, nay, into down- 
right Deſpair. Men taught to look for theſe 
 Aſfurances, and yet no way conſcious of any 
ſuch inward Feelings, are led to think that 
they are not in a State of Salvation, and thus 
abandon themſelves to Deſpair. Others it has 
betrayed into careleſs Indifference, and Secu- 
rity, Men of a warm Imagination, poſſeſſ- 
ing themſelves with ſtrong Fancies that they 

0 B | are 


1 
are of the Number of the Elect, undoubted 
Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, grow care- 
leſs and remiſs in working out their Salvation. 
Count ing themſelves to have already attained, 
and to be already perfect, they preſs not to- 
ward the Marg, and fo fall ſhort of the Prize. 
Nay, ſome fancying themſelves in a State of 
ſinleſs Perfection, think themſelves licenſed to 
commit the groſſeſt Enormities. The Vil- 
lanies, and Impieties, which this Doctrine of 
Aſſurance has given Birth to among the Ana- 
baptifts abroad, and ſome of our Sectaries at 
home, are too many, and too choquing, to be 
here related. It is more to our Purpoſe to ex- 
amine whether there is any Foundation for 
ſuch a Doctrine in the Words before us. — 
The Spirit beareth Witneſs with our Spirit that 
we are the Children of God. Let it then be 
.obſerved that he Spirit is here ſaid to bear 
Witneſs, not to our Spirit, but with our Spi- 
Tit. — Teo ed oppgrupe rw ] u“ — 
Our own Minds and Conſciences therefore 
have a Share in giving this Tefimbny e it is not 
the immediate Te/fimony of the Spirit alone. 


W If the Reader deſires to ſee ſome Account of theſe, he 
may conſult Sleidan's Hiſtory of the Reformation. — Spanbem 
Diatrib. Hiftor. — Edward's Gangrzna— Walker's Hiſtory of 


Independency.— Moravian; compared and detected. 
Then 
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Then therefore may we be affured that we 
are the Children of God, and led by the Spirit 


e God, when we perceive in ourſelves the Ef- 
fects and Fruits of the Spirit.—* The Fruit 


of the Spirit (faith the Apoſtle) 7s in all Good- 
neſs, and Righteouſneſs, and Truth. — And again 
De Fruit of the Spirit is Love, oy, Peace, 
Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 
Meekneſs, Temperance. —If we perceive theſe 
Things to be in us, and abound, then we have 


the Teſſfimony within ourſelves that we are the 


Children of God. And therefore the Apoſtle 
tells us that * as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, they are the Sons of God. * And the 
ſame Apoſtle teaches us that our Rejoicing 1s 
this, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience. And St. 
John aſſures us that, our Heart condemn 
us not, then have we Confidence towards God. — 
But it may be aſked — If this Confidence ariſes 


from the Teftimony of our own Conſciences, how 


is it the Witneſs of the Spirit? — It may very 
properly be called ſo for theſe two Reaſons. 
Firſt, becauſe all our virtuous Affections are 
the Graces, and Fruits of the Spirit: » he 
worketh in us both to will, and to do Secondly, 


x Eph..v.g. y Gal. v. 22, 23. 2 Rom. viii. 14. * 2 Cor. 


+ I2. 8 1 Joh; iii. 21. h Phil. ii. 13. 
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becauſe he empowers us to diſcern the Graces, 
which he hath wrought in us, and enables us 
to rejoice in the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience. F 
<The God of Hope (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it) 
fills us with all Joy and Peace in believing, that 
lf we may abound in Hope through the Power of 
il the Holy Ghoſt, When therefore the Fruits 
of the Spirit ſhew themſelves in our Life and 
| Converſation, and the Holy Ghoft enlightens 
our Underſtandings, and gives us à juſt Appre- 
| henſion, and lively Senſe of the Graces, which 
he hath wrought in us, then we enjoy ſolid, 
and rational Comfort, and a well-grounded 
Confidence towards God: then does the Peace 
of God, which paſſeth all Uuderſtanding, keep 
our Hearts through Chrift Feſus. The parti- 
cular Manner, in which Ye Spirit works, we 
preſume not to determine : this only we know 
that in both the Caſes above-mentioned, he 
Holy Spirit concurs, and co-operates, with 
our own Endeavours. The Spirit of God does 
not infuſe into us Virtue, and Religion, with- 
out our own Concurrence. And his Com- 
forts, as well as his Aſſiſtances, act jointly 
with our own Mind, and Spirit. — The Spi- 
rit beareth Witneſs with our Spirit that we 


c Rom. xv. 13. d Phil. iv. 7. 
are 
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are the Children of God. — Theſe comfortable | 


Aſſurances are called in Scripture, the Seal 


and Earnefl of the Spirit. Ye were ſealed 


_ (faith St. Paul) with that Holy Spirit of Pro- 
miſe, which 1s the Earneſt of our Inheritance. 

The Uſe of a Seal is either for the Confirma- 
tion of Covenants; or for marking, and diſ- 
tinguiſhing, Property. The Graces wrought 
in us by the Holy Spirit of God are a Confirma- 
tion of the Covenant, which God through CHriſt 
hath made with us : and a ſure Mark that we 
are the Children of God, and his peculiar Pro- 
perty. And, when we perceive theſe Graces 
abound in us, and our Conſcience bears us 
Witneſs, that we are led by the Spirit of God, 
the Joy hence arifing is an Earneſt of our In- 
heritance, a Kind of Foretaſte of the Joys, 
which are laid up for us in Heaven. And 
this is a Privilege peculiar to Chriftianity. As 
neither Few nor Gentile had any Promiſe of 
the Spirit, ſo neither could the Law of Moſes 
or Nature, give them any Aſſurance of Sal- 
vation, but on the Condition of perfect Obe- 
_ dience. Thoſe therefore, who were ſenſible 
of their own Failings, and Tranſgreſſions, 
(and of this the beſt and wiſeſt Men were 


e Eph. i. 13. 2 Cor. i. 22. 
| moſt 
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moſt ſenſible) muſt labour under Doubts and 
Fears, and be all their Life-time ſubjecs to 
Bondage. But Thanks be to Gad, through 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom we have now 
received the Attonement, He hath aſſured 
us of Pardon, and Peace: and hath given 
us the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba Father. 


Having thus ſeen what this Vitnęſi of the 

Spirit is, it remains in the Third and Laſt 
Place to enquire what Degree of Aſſurance 
may ariſe to us from this Tęſimony. As the 
Spirit of God is infallible, fo he might, if he 
thought proper, give us infallible Aſſurance 
that we are the Children of God. But this is 
not his uſual Way of dealing with Men. His 
Gifts, and Operations, are uſually adapted to 
the Condition of the Receiver. If the Spirit 
beareth Witneſs with our Spirit, this Teſtimony 
muſt partake of the Fallibility, and Weakneſs 
of aur Spirit. If our Rejoicing is founded on 
the Teſlimony of our own Conſciences, this Aſ- 
ſarance cannot be ſtronger, or more infallible 
than this Teſimony is. Thoſe therefore who 
live in Sin, can have no reaſonable Hope at 


f Ram. v. Ii, g Nom. viii. 15. 
all, 


[ x9 ] 
all, while they thus continue to live. * There 
is no Peace, ſaith the Lord, unto the Wicked. 
And, if ſuch Perſons ſpeak Peace to them- 
ſelves, they deceive their own Heart. As to 
thoſe, who are in a doubtful, and imperfect, 
State of Goodneſs, not yet thoroughly cleanſed 
from their Sins, their Aſſurance muſt be 
doubtful in the fame Proportion. And even 
the very beſt of Men muſt not expect abſolute 
Infallibility. What then is the Aſſurance, 
which we may reaſonably expect? God does 
ordinarily to good Men impart ſuch an Hope, 
and Perſuaſion, of their Adoption, as may 
make their Lives comfortable, and encourage 
them in the faithful Diſcharge of their Duty. 
If we keep a Conſcience void of Offence toward 
God, and toward Men, we may then afſure our 
Hearts before him. And this Aſſurance is u- 
ſually beſtowed in Proportion to our Profici- 
ency in Virtue, and Piety. The more we take 
Care to grow in Grace, and to abound in every 
good Work, the greater will be our Comfort, 
and the more aflured our Hope. And. in 
Times of Trial, and Temptation, God will 
moſt powerfully ſupport us. ; His Grace will 
be ſufficient for us: and his Comforts will in- 


h 17. xlviii. 22. 3 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
creaſe 


120 
creaſe in Proportion to the Need we have of 
them. * 4s the Sufferings of Chriſt abound in 
zs (faith the Apoſtle) % our Conſolation alſo 
aboundeth by Chriſt. I ſaid that God does or- 
dinarily impart to good Men a ſufficient Per- 
ſwaſion of their Adoption. There may be 
ſome Exceptions to this Rule. Some, by en- 
tertaining wrong Notions of Religion, may 
plunge themſelves into Doubts, and Perplexi- 
ties. Others, though good Men, may by the 
Weakneſs of their Underſtanding, or Conſti- 
tution, be ſubject to melancholy, or deſpond- 
ing, Thoughts. And God may permit ſuch 


Perſons to labour under this, as he does under 
other Afflictions, either as the juſt Reward. 


of their Folly, or for ſome other Reaſons beſt 


known to himſelf. This we know, that he 


will in the End make all Things work toge- 
ther for Good to them that love bim. He will 
either in his good Time relieve them from this 
deplorable State: or if he ſhould permit them 
to continue in it during this Life, he will in 
the World to come greatly reward them, and 


pour on them abundantly thoſe Comforts, 


which they deprived themſelves of here. 
J ſhall conclude with a Word of Exhorta- 


k 2 Cer. i. 5. 1 Rom. viii. 28, 


tion, 


le 
tion, Firſt, to the deſponding Chriſtian, Se- 
condly, to the too confident Chriſtian. If 


then thou entertaineſt miſgiving Doubts of 


thy Salvation, conſider that this Life is our 
State of Probation. As long as we continue 
here it is in our Power to work out our Salva- 
tion: as long as there is Life there is Hope · 
Does the Remembrance of thy paſt Sins fill 
the with Terrour ? If theſe Terrours prevail 
upon thee to amend thy Life, , and this godly 
Sorrow worketh Repentance, it will alſo lead 
thee to Salvation. This thou mayeſt be aſ- 
ſured of, that this very Deſpondency of Mind 
is a ſign that thy Conſcience is not ſeared, and 
that thou art not abſolutely reprobated. It is 
in the Diſeaſes of the Mind, as in thoſe of 
the Body; the very Senſe of Pain is often a 
favourable Symptom, and affords the firſt 
Hopes of a Recovery. Much more dangerous 
is the Caſe of him, who hardens himſelf in 
Iniquity, than of him, whoſe Conſcience is 
alarmed at his Sins. * A broken and contrite 
Heart God will not deſpiſe. Doeſt thou think 
thy Caſe deſperate, becauſe thou wanteſt thoſe 
Marks of Gad's Children, which ſome Teachers 


have taught thee to expect? The only Mark 


a 2 Cor. vii. 10. P/al. i. 17. | 
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of God's Children, which the Scriptures aſſign, 
is to do the Works of God. Do theſe, and thou 
wilt become the Child of God. Amend thy 
Life, and do thy Duty diligently, and con- 
ſcientiouſſy, and leave thy Comfort to the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, and God of all Comfort, who 


will diſpenſe it to thee, as he ſees beſt and fit- 


teſt for thee. This thou mayeſt reſt aſſured of 
that God reprobates no Man, but him, who wil- 
fully hardens himſelf inTniquity, > He hath no 
Pleafure in the Death of the Wicked, but that 


the Wicked turn from his Way, and live. Turn 


therefore to the Lord, and he will turn to 


thee. Malt not after the Fleſh, but after the 


Shirit. and the Spirit of God ſhall dwell in thee, 
and give thee in this Life Comfort, and Peace 
of Mind, and in the next an Inheritance in Joy 
and Glory. 

Let me next turn my Diſcourſe to the more 
aſſured Chriftian. Doſt thou feel in thyſelf 
a ftrong Perſuaſion that thou art rh Child of 
God? Happy art thou, if this Perſuaſion is 
 well-grounded : If your Conſcience alſo bears 
yon Witneſs that you work the Works of God, 
then are you truly the Sons of God. if on a 


a 2 Cor. i. 3. b Exel. xxxiii, IT, C Rom. viii. 1. d 1 Job. 
Ut. 21. | 
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ſtrict, and impartial, Examination your Hear: 
condemn you not, then have you Confidence to- 
wards God. But, if any one promiſes you any 
other Aſſurances than theſe, which ariſe from, 
and are accompanied with, the Te eftimany of- 
your own Conſciences, | he is either a vain De- 
cCeiver, or is himſelf under frong Delufions. 

* The Foundation, or Covenant, of God ftand- 
erb ſure, (ſaith the Apoſtle) having this - Seal 
— The Lord knoweth them that are bis, And 
Let every one that nameth the Name of 
Chrift depart from Iniquity.— To depart from 
Iniguity is the Condition on our fide: this is 
the Seal of the Covenant, the Mark of God's 
| Children. Thoſe, and thoſe only, who bear 
this Mark, will God acknowledge to be bis: 
Let no Man therefore deceive you with vain 
Wards : he that doeth Righteouſneſs is right= 
eous. Set about your Duty with Humility, 
and Diligence: and work .out your Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling. The very beſt of 
us have need enough of St. Paul's Caution —- 
Be not high-minded, but fear. — Are we con- 
fident that we are in a State of Salvation? 
let us, take Care to continue in this State. 
He only, who ſhall endure unto the End, ſhall 


« 2Tim. ii, 1g. b Job. in. 7. e Rom. l. 20. d Mate, 
XXIV. 13. 
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be ſaved. Let us not look on our ſelves as a/- 
ready perfect. but, like St. Paul, preſs toward 
the Mark for the Prize of the High Callmg of 


God in Chriſt Feſus. Let us grow in Grace, 
and > abound more and more. Finally, Let me 


again preſs on you all the Neceſſity of good 
Works. Let me leave on your Minds this 
moſt concerning Truth, that without Holi- 
neſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. To keep a2 
Conſcience void of Offence is the only Means to 
obtain Peace of Mind here, or Happineſs 
hereafter. God hath ſet before you Life and 
Death, Bleſſing and Curfing. * If ye live after 
the Fleſh, ye ſhall die: but if ye through the 
Spirit do mortifie the Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall 
Eve. If ye do the Works of the Devil ye are 
the Children of the Devil, and muſt depart with 
him into everlaſting Fire prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels. 3 But, if ye are led by the Spi- 
rit of God, then are ye the Sons of God. And 
if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and 
Foynt Heirs with Chriſt, in — Glory 
d Happinefs. 
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